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Introduction 

Are you looking for the best Internet browser out there? If so, keep in mind that each 

one has advantages and disadvantages depending of course on your intended use, 

extensions, add-ons, security and so forth, however, for our current comparisons, 

we're looking at Internet Explorer, Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox and Apple's 

Safari. 
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1. What's an Internet Browser? 

An Internet browser is an application that's used to obtain information from the 

World Wide Web. People use Internet browsers to glean information, watch videos, 

chat with others in chat rooms, view images, obtain content and a variety of other 

resources. Internet browsers have hyperlinks that allow them to jump from one page 

to another quickly. The most popular Internet browsers are Internet Explorer, Safari, 

Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox.  

While Internet browsers are mainly used to connect to the World Wide Web, they 

are also used to obtain and view information from other venues like private 

networks, file systems, and web servers. When data is retrieved through a browser, 

it's often referred to as "fetching." When people use a browser to view data, images 

or other information, it's called "rendering." When a browser is used to access other 

types of data or information, it's called "navigating." Navigating occurs when web 

surfers use a browser to jump from link to link, typically by clicking on hyperlinks 

found within web pages. 

The web surfing process within a browser starts when the user types in a uniform 

resource locator (URL) into the browser. URLs usually start with "HTTP:." If an "S" is 

placed at the end, it's a secure connection. These are typically used by banks and e-

commerce websites. When the desired resource is found, it's shown in the Internet 

browser window. Most browsers have plug-ins that allow Java applets and Flash 

applications to display video content. When the user goes to a website that has a file 

that's engineered to be downloaded instead of shown on the screen, the browser will 

request that the user save the file. There are even some browsers that go as far as 

containing extra components that support e-mail, display news and provide Internet 
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